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By Tim Dennison 

Lucky Us 

There are sixty-eight BMW CCA chapters spread across 
the United States and Puerto Rico. Could the Sandlap-
per chapter be the luckiest? I believe we just might be. 
Who else can boast they have the second-largest col-
lection of BMW archives and memorabilia in the world 
within the geographic boundaries of their chapter? None 
have a BMW CCA Foundation but us. What about a 
BMW Performance Driving School that allows the local 
chapter to hold events on their track? Ok, maybe one 
other since they built the west-coast center in Thermal, 
California. How many chapters have a BMW Manufac-
turing Facility with a museum on-site that houses a fine 
collection of rare BMWs for anyone to view... for free? 
Let me think... just one. That would be the Sandlapper 
chapter in lil' ol' South Carolina. 

As many know, the Zentrum was closed for renovations 
during 2016, and reopened in the winter. If you haven't 
had a chance to check it out, I'd encourage you to do 
so. Although the building's basic structure hasn't 
changed, the layout certainly has. Unfortunately, there 
are less historic displays than previously, and there 
seems to be more focus on the modern era of BMW 
vehicles. There are a few exceptions though, one being 
the Dixi that was on display in the past; and of course, 
no collection would be complete without an Isetta. 

The current centerpiece of the collection is Elvis's 507. 
This is a magnificent car. When Elvis Presley was serv-
ing in Europe, he leased a white BMW 507. As the story 
goes, his female fans would write their phone numbers 
on his car in lipstick, so he had the car repainted in red 
to discourage the activity. The car was sold off, a Chev-
rolet V8 replaced the original BMW engine, then the car 
was lost for a while. A private collector picked up the car 
with the intent to restore it, but that never happened. At 
some point, the car was confirmed as Elvis's car, and 
BMW meticulously restored it to its original condition. 
When I say original condition, I seriously doubt this car 
ever looked as good as it does now. It is absolutely per-
fect.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just to lay eyes on a 507 is something that many people 
will never be able to say they've done. To be in the 
presence of this historic vehicle is a bit of an emotional 
experience. Behind the car, on a very large wall, is an 
interesting video running in a loop that talks about the 
history of the car and how it came to be in the condition 
it is in today. Be forewarned; the 507 is on temporary 
display. In fact, for all I know it's already gone. I urge 
you to go see it if you can. 

For those of you who have been to a Sandlapper Perfor-
mance Center event, you know that it is a very difficult 
ticket to get if you snooze. When we hold an autocross 
there, it sells out in less than thirty minutes. Sometimes 
less than twenty. I'm not sure there is any event that I've 
been to that packs so much quality driving time into 
such a low cost. Of course, the other benefit that comes 
along with the Performance Center is our very own Mike 
"Schnell" Renner. He's an active member of the chap-
ter, and is the conduit who makes possible events like 
the Autocrosses and the Wet Handling events at the 
Michelin Laurens Proving Grounds. 

Finally, right next to the BMW Performance Driving 
School is the BMW CCA Foundation. As I mentioned 
earlier, it houses the second-largest collection of BMW 
archives and memorabilia in the world. There, you'll find 
posters and brochures, engines, pieces of race car bod-
ywork, and historic automobiles and motorcycles, with 
just about anything in between. Michael Mitchell, curator 
of the collection, makes every effort to get himself out 
there and create opportunities to get his hands on his-
toric or collector pieces. His efforts and love for the 
marque are obvious when you tour the museum.  

With such a concentration of BMW history and activity 
within our chapter, some might take it for granted. Be-
lieve me, there are many other chapters that know what 
we have, and wish they could be in our position. Take 
advantage of these assets. Go see the history. Make a 
day trip to visit the Zentrum and the Foundation. Partici-
pate in the driving events. If you haven't in the past, 
you'll be pleasantly surprised. 

[Zentrum photo courtesy of BMW NA] 

President’s Corner 

Cover photo:  Our own Tom Lappin, straightening the corkscrew at O’fest 2016. 
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Editor’s Column  

By Brook Harmon 

Want Better?  Be Better. 

Thanks go out to our contributors for this edition of the 

newsletter; John Meek, Tom Lappin, Scott Hughes, and 

Tim Dennison.  Submissions need not be an article you 

authored or an event you attended; if you have some-

thing you find interesting and would like to share, send it 

to me. You’ll find a nice example of this on Page 4. 

Want better?  What the heck am I talking about? Not 

kitchen flooring — I’m talking about driving.  Yes, I’m a 

professional engineer, but I also enjoy being a profes-

sional driver.  Commercial driver training preaches driving 

in a manner that acknowledges others won’t necessarily 

make the best decisions.  After all, they aren’t the profes-

sional; be prepared for it.  But I also want fellow drivers to 

tighten it up and do a better job.  At least give me an indi-

cation that they care about arriving alive, and maybe a bit 

of consideration for my well-being too.  But what can we 

do? 

Simply stated; Be Better.  Be an 

example for those other drivers.  

That can be as simple as making 

sure you let your turn signal flash 3 

times before moving the steering 

wheel for a lane change.  You 

know, actually signaling your intent.  

People DO pay attention.  It is a 

friendly reminder of how it should be 

done, and it shows others that we 

are not one of those “too cool for 

school” BMW drivers. 

A few newsletters ago I wrote about 

being an Ultimate Driver; advancing 

our skills on a closed course so we 

can better handle situations when 

things go awry on the street. Vision 

is the number one item for advanc-

ing our driving skills, and we can 

share the benefits of our skills with 

others by simply giving a brake tap 

earlier rather than later to warn of 

slowing traffic ahead.  Chances are 

that our BMW stops in a much 

shorter distance than whatever is behind us.  If we wait to 

make use of that shorter braking distance, can we place 

100% of the blame on the driver that rear-ends us? 

In that Ultimate Driver article, I also mentioned that I had 

been an inconsiderate driver.  Chances are, you have 

too.  What?!  That’s right.  I’m not talking about cutting 

people off while steering with one knee so we can fly two 

birds.  We can be inconsiderate when we roll above the 

posted limit.  Suppose a driver is wanting to turn left onto 

a highway.  They look left (see us), look right, then are 

ready to move, look left again and then immediately stab 

the brake.  They were ready to move based on our travel-

ing the speed limit, but now there isn’t a safe distance.  

Our bad.  Not theirs. 

I’ve scorched plenty of roads in my day, mainly exploring 

the characteristics of new tires or dampers, etc.  I’m not 

suggesting we stop enjoying our cars, but with today’s 

fellow drivers and traffic levels, we owe it to ourselves 

and others to make better choices as to when and where 

we do.  Another step to becoming an Ultimate Driver. 

Enjoy the drive.  Wherever it takes you. 

A road sign in New Brunswick, Canada.  What do ya think; an E32 7 series? 

Of course not.  It is a moose. 
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By Tom Lappin 

Well, not exactly. But it can happen.  
At our March Upstate meeting, Johnny 
Valencia of Michelin reviewed the new 
Pilot Sport 4 and the promotional re-
lease event at the Thermal Club in 
California.  Great presentation! 

Michelin donated a $1200 tire certifi-
cate to the club.  The winner of the 
certificate raffle was Steve Ham (at 
right in pic), with Johnny presenting.  
Congratulations, Steve.  We are grate-
ful for Johnny’s work and Michelin’s 
donation. 

Next up was the 50/50 Raffle for bene-
fit of the CCA Foundation.  And the 
winner was. . . . . . . Steve Ham!!!!!   
We told him to immediately go buy a 
Powerball ticket.  What luck!  And a 
big Thank You to Steve; he donated 
his part of the 50/50 Raffle to the 
Foundation. 

 

Submitted by Tom Lappin / Scott Hughes 
via our friends at the Lane Motor Museum 
in Nashville, TN. 

 

Win Big Money By Attending Sandlapper Monthly Meeting! 
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11th Annual BMW / Porsche                              
Swap Meet 

Story and Photos by John Meek 

The 11th Annual BMW & Porsche Swap Meet was 
again hosted at Touring Car Inc. located at 300-340 
Seaboard Drive in Matthews, NC on Saturday, March 
25, 2017 (see event flyer link here for directions).  
Touring Car Inc. owner Dan Middleton provided free 
doughnuts and coffee. There is no charge for vendors 
or shoppers.  Vendor spaces are on a first come/first 
served basis and can feature car parts, wheels/tires, 
shirts & jackets, literature, car models, memorabilia and 
even cars for sale.  We have had several street and 
race cars sold at past swap meets. 

We experienced some early morning very light rain at 
the 2016 swap meet with the sun shining at 
9:00am.  Dan opened several of his shop areas for 
vendors displaying rain sensitive items while other ven-
dors set up spaces outside as shown in these photos. 

 

[Editor: My apologies to John Meek for failing to get this 
published in time for the event.  I attended one of the 
very first meets when I was building my 318ti and found 
it helpful.  Please keep it in mind for next year.  A 
friendly reminder; upcoming events are posted on the 
Sandlapper website and sent via emails to chapter 
members.] 
 

 
 

 

http://sandlapperbmw.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/11th-Swap-Meet-BMW-Porsche.pdf
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YaleR’s Trip to the Foundation 

 

Story and Photos by Tim Dennison 

For those of you who have been members of the 
BMW CCA for quite some time, you no doubt recog-
nize the name Yale Rachlin.  As editor of the Roundel 
for many years, Yale was one who played a key role 
in the success of the club from early on.  Unfortunate-
ly, in 2005, Yale succumbed to cancer and left us.  
Closely associated with Yale was a Chamonix square 
tail 2002 tii, recognizable by the Motorsport-colored 
stripes along the beltline.  Yale and his wife Bette reg-
ularly used it for track events in the northeast.  At one 
point, crumpling it up at a track in Loudon, New 
Hampshire, then rebuilding it.  

I'll try to get this story right. The tii was sold to Yale's 
dentist, where it sat it the Boston area parking lot for 
many years. Attempts by BMW CCA member Vince 
Strazzabosco were thwarted at first, but the dentist fi-
nally gave in many years later, when the rust had con-
quered much more territory on the poor little E10. Vince 
got the car running and made his way to Chicago 
where it sat. I believe there was talk of a fire at some 
point in Vince's trip. Vince had many good intentions, 
but the restoration hadn't begun, and he sold the car to 
Justin Gerry. 

Under its own power, back to the east coast the car 
went.  Justin hired Sam Smith, a name you might rec-
ognize from Roundel magazine to drive it back to 
Brooklyn.  Only a few miles from Justin's place, the 
car's wiring harness caught fire after a wire had rubbed 
through its insulation during the long trip.  Justin re-
placed the harness and brought the tii up to his father's 
place in Vermont where he restored the car with his 
dad.  I think it was the other way around…Justin’s dad 
managed most of the job.  After all the ownership and  

 

location changes, Yale's tii was 
brought back to its original glory.  

When Scott Hughes heard that 
the car was coming up for sale, 
he approached Justin and made 
a deal. For those of you who 
know Scott, you know he is an 
avid BMW collector, and this 
would make a great addition to 
his collection.  Instead, Scott 
and his wife Fran unselfishly 
bought the car and immediately 
donated it to the BMW CCA 
Foundation.  I heard Scott men-
tion that he had never even driv-
en the car. 

Scott's plan was to have Justin 
drive the car from its home, now 
in the Atlanta area, to the Foun-
dation and have a very small 

celebration. A few folks from the 2002 community con-
tacted Justin, and wanted to tag along in a caravan to 
the Foundation.  Next thing you know, the "small cele-
bration" ended up with eighty or so people gathering in 
Greer to pay tribute.  Yale's wife Bette, in her nineties 
mind you, made the trip from Florida. Meryl, Yale's 
daughter, came down from New York. 
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Hack mechanic Rob 
Siegel choked back tears 
in a very moving tribute as 
he read the chapter from 
his book about Yale.  Yale 
was Rob's mentor, and 
the person responsible for 
getting Rob's column 
started in the Roundel. 
The two were very close 
friends. 

 

It truly was a celebration. 
We all love BMWs, that's 
why we're members of the 
club, and this event start-
ed because of the dona-
tion of a car. What it 
turned out to be was 
much more than that.  It 
was the celebration of a 
man.  A man who helped 
build what is today the 
BMW CCA in its current 
form.  A man who helped grow the Roundel into the high-
quality magazine you receive monthly.  It was the cele-
bration of a family bond that a simple car could forge.  It 
was a celebration of an unselfish act that will live as a 
part of BMW history for others to enjoy forever.  It was a 

celebration of many things, but most of all the true spirit 
of the BMW CCA and the reason it was founded back in 
1969.  As Scott Hughes said in his address to the crowd, 
it's not about the car, it's all about the people. 
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New Members 

 

We welcome our new mem-

bers and invite them to at-

tend a monthly club meeting.  

Please see the last page of 

this newsletter for the meet-

ing location that works best 

for you. 

Jack Maybank - Charleston, SC 

Blake Mckibbin - Aiken, SC 

Gary Hediger - Greer, SC 

Edward Hearm - Beaufort, SC 

Kyle Verploegen - Greenville, SC 

Andrew Workmon - Lexington, SC 

Young Choi - Mt Pleasant, SC 

Zachary O'Dell - Daniel Island, SC 

Eugene Buff - Columbia, SC 

William Barker - Seneca, SC 

Timothy Michael Yeargin - Piedmont, 
SC 

Ray Farmer - Moncks Corner, SC 

Charles Hall - Savannah, GA 

Roger Sims - Greer, SC 

Kaloyan Stefanov - Fort Mill, SC 

Barry Katz - Summerville, SC 

 

 

 

Leland Nicholson - Greenville, SC 

Kevin Gharavizadeh - Charlotte, NC 

Thomas Berger - Greer, SC 

Allston Burnett - Spartanburg, SC 

Samantha Cattafesta - Fort Mill, SC 

Jared Fisher - Greer, SC 

Paul Hablot - Greenville, SC 

Eve Katz - Summerville, SC 

Jeb Killough - Landrum, SC 

Morgan Marlett - Laurens, SC 

Layton Mitten - Simpsonville, SC 

Spencer Rigsby - Greer, SC 

Sara Schmedding - Fountain Inn, SC 

Benjamin Smid - Travelers Rest, SC 

Matthew Smid - Travelers Rest, SC 

Connor Watson - Simpsonville, SC 

Dillon Young - Greer, SC 

Campbell Yates - Simpsonville, SC 

Matt Maudsley - Orangeburg, SC 

Eric Bayne - Hartsville, SC 

Randall Garlock - Greenville, SC 

Brian Rathburn - Columbia, SC 

 

 

 

Kim Rathburn - Columbia, SC 

Jordan Finn - Greenville, SC 

Bill Krick - Simpsonville, SC 

Brandon Cauley - Waxhaw, NC 

Clay Lovett - Inman, SC 

Christine Lovett - Inman, SC 

Gerald Glancey - Bluffton, SC 

Tim McCausland - Columbia, SC 

John Kelley - Blythewood, SC 

Arlin Ashemore - Greenville, SC 

Norman Powers - Seabrook Island, 
SC 

Chip Batson - Greenville, SC 

Mark Hughes - Spartanburg, SC 

Stephen Crawford - Hilton Head Is-
land, SC 

Scott Moore - Simpsonville, SC 

Hampton Long - Beaufort, SC 

Dulcisimo, Jr. Ytem - Simpsonville, 
SC 

Joao Aguiar - Columbia, SC 
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Anniversaries 

Congrats to All !!! 
 
 

35 Years 

Tom Jelinek, Salem, SC 

 

25 Years 

Larry Schaal, Bluffton, SC 

 

20 Years 

Allen Clouse, Charleston, SC 

Sam Carros, Spartanburg, SC 

Lawrence Gilbertson, Chapin, SC 

James Cole, Mt Pleasant, SC 

G. Alban, Myrtle Beach, SC 

Deborah Menchek, Myrtle Beach, SC 

Elizabeth Robertson, Mt Pleasant, SC 

 

 

 

 

 

15 Years 

Baxter Rhodes, Greer, SC 

Mark DeSantis, Johns Island, SC 

Robert Hiller, Greenville, SC 

Ron Thompson, Kings Mountain, NC 

Dan Bornstein, Daniel Island, SC 

Robert Rhodes, Columbia, SC 

Tom McKinney, Easley, SC 

Bob Wickline, High Point, NC 

Larry Kline, Greenville, SC 

 

10 Years 

Jon Kegley, Greer, SC 

Mark McKay, Anderson, SC 

Bruce Skeels, Charleston, SC 

 

 

 

 

5 Years 

James Johnson, Laurens, SC 

Bob Jones, Hilton Head Island, SC 

Norman Ginsburg, Hilton Head Island, 
SC 

Ted Theodore, Simpsonville, SC 

Dean Brown, Summerville, SC 

Derrick Griffin, Taylors, SC 

Brian Gardner, Simpsonville, SC 

Joseph Fiddelman, Simpsonville, SC 

Marisa Lappin, Greer, SC 

Thomas Buto, Greenville, SC 

Christopher Murphy, Simpsonville, SC 

Robert Davis, Chapin, SC 

Mark Flanagan, Simpsonville, SC 

Steve Cooke, Moore, SC 
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Sandlapper Chapter BMW CCA 

PO Box 26418 

Greenville, SC 29616 

President: Tim Dennison 
upstatesandlapperbmw@gmail.com 
 

Vice President: Tom Lappin 
lappint@bellsouth.net 
 

Treasurer John Anderson 
treasurer@sandlapperbmw.org 
 

Secretary: John Budinich 
CarsCoffeeUpstate@gmail.com 
 

Motorsports Director: Ronn Hale  
scbmwcca@comporium.net 
 

Webmaster: Deronda Hale 
scbmwcca.webmaster@gmail.com 
 

Membership Coordinator:  
Michael Mitchell  
michael.mitchell@bmwccafoundation.org 

 

Events Coordinator: Neil Baer 
nbaer111@gmail.com 

Member at Large: Dwayne Mosley  
dwaynemosley@sandlapperbmw.org 
 

Newsletter Editor: Brook Harmon  
harmon.brook@gmail.com 
 

 

 

REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENTS 

Upstate/Greenville:  
Tom Lappin 
lappint@bellsouth.net 
 

Midlands/Columbia:  
Larry Gilbertson:  
lgilbertson@sc.rr.com 
 

Lowlands/Charleston:  
John Howard: 
johnroberthoward@gmail.com  
 

Piedmont/Rock Hill:  
John Meek 
 jmeek911@gmail.com  
 
Jack Sugameli:  
bimmere12@gmail.com 
 

Coastal/Myrtle Beach: 
Currently Open 
 

Hilton Head: 
Wally Higginbotham  
whigginbotham@hiltonheadbmw.com 
 

Augusta/Aiken: 
Currently Open 

The Sandlapper Chapter Newsletter 
is the publication of the BMW Car 
Club of America and is emailed to all 
Sandlapper Chapter members in 
good standing. 
 

All of the contents of this newsletter 
are reprinted under license to the 
club and their rightful owners. All in-
formation herein is provided by and 
for BMW CCA members and BMW 
enthusiasts. The club is not associat-
ed with the importer or any agent of 
the factory. Suggestions, ideas and 
opinions expressed in this newsletter 
are those of the authors, and no au-
thentication is implied by the editors 
or publishers. The club assumes no 
liability for any of the information con-
tained herein. 
 
Note: Modifications to vehicles within 
the warranty period may void the 
warranty. 
 
 
 
 
 
© 2016 Sandlapper Chapter BMW CCA 

 

www.sandlapperbmw.org 
 

 

 

Facebook Discussion Group 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/SandlapperBMW/ 

General Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/sandlapperbmw 

 

 

@SandlapperCCA 

 

Monthly Meetings:  
 

Upstate: 3rd Monday of each month 
Quaker Steak & Lube, Greenville, SC 
 

Lowcountry: 2nd Thursday of each month  
West Ashley Crab Shack, Charleston, SC 
 
Midlands: 1st Tuesday of each month 
Grecian Gardens, West Columbia, SC 
 
Piedmont: 2nd Thursday of each month 
Fish Market, Baxter Village, Fort Mill, SC 
 
 

Chapter Officers Legal  Notice 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/SandlapperBMW/
https://www.facebook.com/sandlapperbmw
http://thelube.com/locations/south-carolina/greenville/
http://crabshacks.com/west-ashley/
http://www.sixpencepub.com/

