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Mike Renner and a BMW Performance Center M3 creating smiles.  

Photo by Richard Daugherty 
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By Tim Dennison 

Every year seems to go by even more quickly than the last, and 

2015 was no exception...at least for me. The end of the year 

comes along, and you ask yourself "where did the year go"?  In 

this case, I can actually tell you...at least as it pertains to you as 

a Sandlapper Chapter member. 

As a Sandlapper Chapter member... 

...you taught nearly seventy-five teenagers to be safer drivers. 

Thanks to Brett Baker, David Gilbertson and all the club volun-

teers, we held three Tire Rack Street Survival events. Two at the 

Michelin Proving Grounds in Laurens, and a first-time event at 

SCTAC in Greenville. 

...you drove in more than a dozen driving events. The Lowcoun-

try area put on the St. Patrick’s Day Fun rally, a drive from Cars 

& Coffee to Car Guys of Charleston and the Fall Mountain Run.  

The Upstate area held an ///M Club Day, an autocross at the 

BMW Performance Center and skidpad events at the Michelin 

Proving Grounds.  Partnering with other clubs and chapters, 

there were HDPEs at Road Atlanta with the Peachtree Chapter, 

VIR with Tarheel, the "Amazing Race" with Upstate MINIs, Tour-

ing Joara with the Table Rock Sports Car Club, and an autocross 

at SCTAC with the Porsche Club of America. 

...you went to forty-eight or so area meetings or social gather-

ings, whether the Piedmont, Midlands, Lowcountry or Upstate. 

One of them cordially hosted by Century BMW. Big thanks to 

Chad! 

...you attended forty-eight Cars & Coffees. 

...you attended or entered car shows like the 2015 Southeast 

Sharkfest, Classics at Biltmore, Trident Technical College Car 

Show, Euro Auto Festival, The Vintage or the Hilton Head Island 

Concours. 

...you attended as a spectator or even entered races such as the 

Sebring 12 Hour, The Mitty, One Lap of America or Petit Le 

Mans. 

...you may have even attended the the BMW CCA Foundation 

Open House, the BMW/Porsche Swap Meet, the BMW Pro/Am 

Golf Tournament, ZFEST, Dorkfest, Oktoberfest or some other 

fest. 

But as a Sandlapper member, the day you won't forget for 

years to come is the all-day BMW love-fest in February called 

Adrenalin Day.  This… yes this day of all days…was the ultimate 

car guy (or gal's) day.  It started with Cars & Coffee featuring 

Scott Hughes' 3.0 CSL vintage race car and a few hundred other 

vehicular specimens to go along with it.  From there, it was off 

to the BMW CCA Foundation open house, Some hot laps at the 

BMW Performance Center, exhibition laps by Scott’s 3.0 CSL, a 

reception at the Zentrum, a showing of the movie Adrenalin, 

an ///M-School giveaway, and finally, a gathering at Hans & 

Franz Biergarten.  A proverbial cornucopia of automotive splen-

dor.  One for the record books for sure! 

I'm sure there are many other things I'm missing. We had mem-

bers head off for an experience at a dirt track racing school in 

California and others that headed off to Germany to drive the 

Nurburgring.  Other members attended SEMA, Monterey and a 

bunch of other events.  The list could go on and on. If you had a 

great experience, tell us about it by writing a piece for the 

newsletter. Others would love to hear about it! 

I guess 2015 wasn't a bad year to be a Sandlapper Member.  

Tim's new  Coupe 

Where did 2015 go? 

President’s Corner 
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Editor’s Column 

Celebrating The Season With 

The Sandlappers 

By Tom Lappin 

Our Upstate Christmas dinner was celebrated by 38 

members at the Schwaben House in Greenville.   A 

good time was had by all.  Many thanks to all that made 

2015 a great year! 

 

Thinking of 2016, please give me some feedback on 

Upstate events you would like to see organized.  We are 

here to enhance your enjoyment of your BMW and 

membership in the CCA.  Your participation is key. 

 

SEMA.  And then some. 

By Brook Harmon 

First off, I’d like to thank our contributors this 

quarter; Tim Dennison, Tom Lappin, and Nikki 

Weed for their articles and photos, and Rich-

ard Daugherty for his photos.  Without mem-

ber submissions, this newsletter doesn’t exist. 

This fall I was able to attend the SEMA show 

in Las Vegas.  Included are some  photos 

showing the BMW presence.  BMW NA was 

there showcasing M Performance Parts (lower 

left photo), along with BMW Performance Center drivers and a 

surprise visit from racer Bill Auberlen.  Other photos capture 

some of the extremes in BMWs I witnessed.   
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Euro Auto Fest For A Newbie 

Make the effort to attend this fall! 

By: Tim Dennison 

As many of you know, the European Au-

to Festival, aka "Euro", moved this year 

from the lawn of the BMW Zentrum to 

Greenville and the rolling fairways of the 

Preserve at Verdae golf course.  This 

year was a special year for Euro for two 

reasons.  First, the event celebrated its 

twentieth anniversary.  Second, BMW 

shared the featured marque status along 

with "The cars of France". 

Since we'd known BMW would be fea-

tured since last year, I decided to enter 

our 1996 Z3 for my first car show ever.  

My wife commuted with the car for ten 

years before it was "retired", so it had 

collected its share of road debris.  On the 

upside, she is a fanatic about keeping 

her cars clean so it was not a totally 

monumentous task.  In fact, a quick wipe 

down and vacuum was all it took to 

ready the interior. 

Actually, this car was to be sold when we bought the 2011 Z4.  At the time, the Z3 was (still is) at the very bottom of the value 

curve.  Since it cost next to nothing to keep it and we had the room, we decided not to sell it.  It holds far more sentimental 

value than cash value.  It was our first BMW and it led us to the Sandlapper chapter. 

When the Roadster Homecoming used to come to 

town the car would get thoroughly cleaned, but the 

final gathering was in 2008.  Based on my calcula-

tions, taking into account the accumulation of seven 

years of dirt and my available spare time, the clean-

ing process commenced in May.  Armed with Purple 

Power, a vast variety of scrubbing implements, a 

power washer and a few varieties of cleaners and 

waxes; the engine bay, undercarriage and paint 

slowly transformed into a sparkling example of a first

-year Z3, one weekend at a time.  

On the morning of the event, the sky was perfectly 

clear, which of course meant the temperature was 

downright chilly.  Having readied the car the week-

end before, the top was down with the cover securely in place.  Rather than wrestle with a cold convertible top boot (you Z3 

owners know what I'm talking about), I took a very "refreshing" drive to the Millenium campus to get staged for entry into the 

field. 

At daybreak, we drove to Verdae to get parked.  I've volunteered to park cars for Euro in the past and I must say this went 

much smoother than when we parked at the Zentrum.  The vastness of the field created no traffic jams whatsoever. 
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Euro Newbie cont. 
The friendly staff of volunteers led me to my 

space and parked me.  One thing I never no-

ticed in the past, is the cars are lined up by 

age.  Being the oldest car in the class, my 

spot was at the beginning of the row.  As the 

eleven other cars lined up, I noticed the years 

were higher the further they were from me. 

The sun was slowly climbing it's way up in the 

sky and doing a nice job of taking the chill out 

of the air.  There really wasn't much to do 

that morning other than wipe the wet grass 

from the tires and wheel wells, so I spent 

most of my time early in the day taking in the 

other cars.  I did raise the hood of my car for 

the show even though nobody else in my class did.  I spent too much time making the engine bay as clean as the day 

it was built.  Contrast that with the stone chips on the hood, and raising it was the strategically correct position.  

Moving the event to the golf course was somewhat of a double-edged sword.  The layout was beautiful, there was 

plenty of space between cars, and a nice visual separation of marques.  On the other hand, it took two to three times 

as long to take in the entire show.  Overall though, this venue was far better than stuffing all the cars into the limited 

space at the Zentrum. 

The day turned out to be absolutely perfect.  Layers of clothing were shed slowly during the morning, and by noon the 

majority of people were in short sleeves.  I will admit, I was pessimistic about spectators actually showing up.  With a 

ten to fifteen-dollar entry fee and having to be shuttled to the site from a remote parking lot, I certainly thought very 

few would be willing to overcome those obstacles to come see a bunch of European cars.  Boy was I wrong!  There 

were throngs of people wandering around taking in the show. 

If I did have to be critical, the music at the front end of the field was far too loud.  I'm not quite sure why it was neces-

sary to play rock music at a car show either.  The BMWs were staged at the far end of the field away from the en-

trance, so from back there the music wasn't overwhelming.  There was also some confusion about the BMW judging 

results, so we didn't know who had won awards until a couple of days after the show.  These are just minor teething 

issues that come with a major overhaul of an event of this magnitude. 

Hats off to the Euro staff for a wonderful event. I had a great time my first go around as an entrant and will certainly 

participate again next year.  To top it all off, my anal retentiveness garnered me a first place in class.  The other good 

news is, the car will never see rain again, so cleaning it up next year will be a piece of cake. 

I also want to give a shout out to the other Sandlapper winners. Sandlapper members took first place in four out of 

the nine BMW classes, and many more either participated or volunteered. 

Scott Schuett - 1985 M635 - 1st Place Class Award - BMW4 

Gary Lozowski - 1989 325is - 1st Place Class Award - BMW6 

Marcus Schall - 1990 M3 - 1st Place Class Award - BMW7 

Tim Dennison - 1996 Z3 - 1st Place Class Award - BMW8 
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Don’t Rule Out            

The Upstate 

Travel ten miles any direction and 

be surprised. 

By: Nikki Weed 

I've traveled far, and I've seen stuff that I wish other 
people could see, but there aren't many places that I 
wish everyone could see that is as great as the Up-
state of South Carolina. It's true, and I'm not exactly 
trying to bring tourism to South Carolina either.  It's 
the raw historical value of the Upstate back roads 
(and other parts for that matter) that make this state 
truly diverse. 

Recently, my "daily driver" went in for service and I 
was lucky enough to have at my disposal a very 
prime 2012 328i.  Being a devout two door red car 
sort of girl, I shrugged at the concept.  I was certain 
that I was going to feel like I was lumbering around in 
a school bus and bored out of my gourd at the sheer 
size of the machine.  After about five minutes behind 
the wheel, I knew I was going to be incredibly mistak-
en.  Not only did I fall in love with the car, it con-
sumed me.  

I found myself taking every opportunity I could to ex-
plore the great areas around my workplace, which I 
was informed were "pretty ghetto." Little did most 
people know, if you were to travel just a little bit be-
yond the "ghetto zone", you're immersed in an area 
of days of yore; the old textile region that made this 
state so great. Old ruins of mills, villages, and histori-
cal downtowns; there aren’t many places in the Up-
state that you can’t travel more than ten miles and 
see something ridiculously cool.  

My favorite 328 adventure was during a lunch break 
(keep in mind I had a whopping 45 minutes until the 
head honchos were going to be hunting me down). I 
clicked into the BMW Navigation system and looked 
at all the possible places within a reasonable 20 
minutes there and back time frame. Clifton, South 
Carolina, which is...or was...on the shores of the 
Pacolet River in Spartanburg county was an epicen-
ter of action. Nowadays, there are rows of mill hous-
es, ruins of where the old mill used to stand on the 
river, and one awesome beach. 

 

 

 

The ruins of this once booming town intrigued me 
enough to do some research into the history of its 
rise and fall.  As I drove around, I took note of histori-
cal landmarks such as churches, old stores, and a 
really cool filling station. Upon returning to work (on 
time surprisingly), I sketched down a few things that I 
saw on my travels and learned that not only was the 
town wiped out by a flood in 1903, but it was also 
bought and sold about four times before eventually 
getting dismantled due to foreign overtake of the tex-
tile business 

I had no idea that there were so many cool stories 
around the Upstate, and unless I was inspired by a 
very sleek car, I would have never gone out and seen 
such cool stuff.  Beyond that, the lumbering car that I 
thought I would detest eventually became an exten-
sion of my being. Once I got my car back, I kind of 
wanted to refuse it and demand to keep the 328. For 
some reason, cruising the back roads of South Caro-
lina in a Japanese coupe (my daily) as opposed to 
the Ultimate Driving Machine just seemed boring. 
Take my advice; drive ten or so miles from where you 
are and you might just find something very interest-
ing.  
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Celebrating Sandlapper 

Anniversaries 

Intro by Nikki Weed 

Time flies when you’re driving on the 

track, on the road, or even when 

you're stuck in traffic as long as 

you’ve got your favorite “Ultimate 

Driving Machine” wrapped around 

you. Time also flies when you’re a 

member of the best darn car club 

there is (perhaps the writer is bi-

ased).  

Let’s take a moment to recognize a 

few of our fellow sandlappers and 

celebrate their membership in the 

club. We’re more than proud to have 

them along for the ride, and hopeful-

ly, if you’re haven’t celebrated your 

very own CCA anniversary, you can 

look forward to doing so someday. 

Five, ten, twenty years, the sky is the 

limit. Think of the cars they’ve 

owned, the places they’ve driven, the 

changes in life that have occurred 

over these years. Let it be an inspira-

tion for you to go out and make your 

own CCA stories! 

 

40 Years 

John Calabria - Sunset,SC 

 

25 Years 

Meyer Moore - Columbia,SC 

 

20 Years 

Dale McCoin - Prosperity,SC 

 

15 Years 

Charles Willimon - Simpsonville,SC 

John Thompson - Charleston,SC 

Joseph O'Rourke - Bluffton,SC 

Danny Wike - Greenville,SC 

John Budinich - Anderson,SC 

Ronald King - Taylors,SC 

Amy King - Taylors,SC 

Belinda Robson - Easley,SC 

Bill Robson - Easley,SC 

Gary Whiteside - Travelers Rest,SC 

 

10 Years 

Thomas Wieters - Mount Pleasant,SC 

Michael Traurig - Simpsonville,SC 

William Lee - Manning,SC 

Bill Wright - Daniel Island,SC 

Renee Wright - Daniel Island,SC 

David Howell - Fort Mill,SC 

Douglas Beadie - Greer,SC 

Christy Ray - Charleston,SC 

Bill Ryno - Florence,SC 

Bradley Gillen - Fort Mill,SC 

David Arnold - Travelers Rest,SC 

 

5 Years 

Jeffrey Johnson - Charlotte,NC 

Alex Galloway - Easley,SC 

Gale Galloway - Easley,SC 

Harlen Wood - Summerville,SC 

Teresa Wood - Summerville,SC 

Wayne Saunders - Hilton Head Island,SC 

Jack Sugameli - Lake Wylie,SC 

Frank Sugameli - Lake Wylie,SC 

Steve Hoover - Greenville,SC 

Justin Greene - Greenville,SC 

Richard Chebatoris - Greer,SC 

Michael Owens - Duncan,SC 

Photo by Tim Dennison 

Photo by Tim Dennison 
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New Members 
October 2015 

John Belbute - Greenville, SC 

Robert Berghash - Bluffton, SC 

Brian Burrell - Greenville, SC 

Walter de la Vega - Mount Pleas-
ant, SC 

Kyle Dorn - Huntersville, NC 

Courtney Duvall - Greenville, SC 

Curtis Evans - Summerville, SC 

Dola Evans - Summerville, SC 

David Freeman - Greenville, SC 

Jane Hardy - Charleston, SC 

Dave Kelley - Greenville, SC 

Rick Lankford - Greenville, SC 

William Link - Greenville, SC 

Henry Miller - Mt Pleasant, SC 

Charlotte Otterbein - Buffalo, NY 

Benjamin Walvoord - Greenville, 
SC 

Nicole Weed - Anderson, SC 

Gavin Witt - Fountain Inn, SC 

Rob Witt - Fountain Inn, SC 

November 2015 

William Advocaat - Hilton Head 
Island, SC 

Aaron Aldstadt - Easley, SC 

Jerry Blake - Beaufort, SC 

Michael Bowen - Florence, SC 

Brian Buff - Columbia, SC 

Andrew Chamlee - Greer, SC 

Jennifer Cranny - Greenville, SC 

Anne Crowley - Greer, SC 

James Crowley - Greer, SC 

Trace Elliott - Simpsonville, SC 

Spencer Grimes - Okatie, SC 

Aliana Hammond - Greer, SC 

Michael Head - Hilton Head Is-
land, SC 

Michael Hellen - Hartsville, SC 

Alixandra Highducheck - Inman, 
SC 

Kathryn Highducheck - Inman, SC 

Mary Holohan - Greenville, SC 

Anna Hutsell - Simpsonville, SC 

Logan King - Easley, SC 

John Liberatos - Charleston, SC 

Arantza Macarena - Hilton Head 
Island, SC 

Nate Mallard - Rock Hill, SC 

Matthew McCoy - Mount Pleas-
ant, SC 

Anne Mcelvenny - Clover, SC 

Andrew Moondy - Hilton Head 
Island, SC 

Zhane Moore - Hilton Head Is-
land, SC 

David Moses - Greenville, SC 

Chandler Murray - Easley, SC 

William Pons - Mauldin, SC 

Thomas Pope - Greenville, SC 

Jesse Skipper - Bluffton, SC 

Jon Swanson - Greer, SC 

Harry Taylor - Charlotte, NC 

Kevin Tian - Greer, SC 

Matthew Tobin - Hilton Head Is-
land, SC 

December 2015 

Rachael Addis - Walhalla, SC 

John Babinski - Spartanburg, SC 

Martha Babinski - Spartanburg, 
SC 

Jared Barilovits - Laurens, SC 

Chris Barr - Kings Mountain, NC 

Laurie Boussom - Simpsonville, SC 

Justin Boykin - Mount Pleasant, 
SC 

Andrew Chabot - Taylors, SC 

William Cramer - Charleston, SC 

Terrence Dunn - Simpsonville, SC 

Anthony Ford - Duncan, SC 

Carol Frese - Sunset, SC 

Jack Gleason - Greenville, SC 

Yoram Guy - Simpsonville, SC 

Fred Hathaway - Simpsonville, SC 

John Howard Henderson - Spar-
tanburg, SC 

Donald Hooks - Hilton Head Is-
land, SC 

Hank Hulsen - Summerville, SC 

Jason Leslie - Greenville, SC 

Chavarick Long - Duncan, SC 

Jason MacDonald - Simpsonville, 
SC 

Melanie Magee - Rock Hill, SC 

Vanessa Mason - Columbia, SC 

Charles McConnell - Aiken, SC 

Shane McElrath - Ninety Six, SC 

Kenneth Meinke - Spartanburg, 
SC 

Bernard Mintz - Florence, SC 

James Parrish - Rock Hill, SC 

Bradley Pine - Greenville, SC 

Natalie Putman - Sunset, SC 

Justin Schaub - Simpsonville, SC 

Bob Scherer - Sunset, SC 

Nitin Shanbhag - Charlotte, NC 

Ervin Sowell - Bishopville, SC 

Nick Spiak - Moore, SC 

Max Sterling - Mount Pleasant, 
SC 

Saulo Tejeda - Greenville, SC  

Photo by Richard Daugherty 
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Sandlapper Chapter BMW CCA 

PO Box 26418 

Greenville, SC 29616 

President: Tim Dennison 
upstatesandlapperbmw@gmail.com 
 

Vice President: Tom Lappin 
lappint@bellsouth.net 
 

Treasurer John Anderson 
treasurer@sandlapperbmw.org 
 

Secretary: John Budinich 
CarsCoffeeUpstate@gmail.com 
 

Motorsports Director: Ronn Hale  
scbmwcca@comporium.net 
 

Webmaster: Deronda Hale 
scbmwcca.webmaster@gmail.com 
 

Membership Coordinator:  
Michael Mitchell  
michael.mitchell@bmwccafoundation.org 
 

Member at Large: Dwayne Mosley  
dwaynemosley@sandlapperbmw.org 
 

Newsletter Editor: Brook Harmon  
harmon.brook@gmail.com 
 

 

 

REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENTS 

Upstate/Greenville:  
Tom Lappin lappint@bellsouth.net 
 

Midlands/Columbia:  
Larry Gilbertson:  
lgilbertson@sc.rr.com 
 

Lowlands/Charleston:  
John Howard: 
johnroberthoward@gmail.com  
 

Piedmont/Rock Hill:  
John Meek: jmeek911@gmail.com  
Jack Sugameli:  
bimmere12@gmail.com 
 

Coastal/Myrtle Beach: 
Michael Kuhl: 
twanktwank@hotmail.com 
 

Hilton Head: 
Currently Open 
 

Augusta/Aiken: 

Currently Open 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Sandlapper Chapter Newsletter 
is the publication of the BMW Car 
Club of America and is mailed to all 
The Sandlapper Chapter Newsletter 
is the publication of the BMW Car 
Club of America and is mailed to all 
members in good standing. All of the 
contents of this newsletter are reprint-
ed under license to the club and their 
rightful owners. All information herein 
is provided by and for BMW CCA 
members and BMW enthusiasts. The 
club is not associated with the import-
er or any agent of the factory. Sug-
gestions, ideas and opinions ex-
pressed in this newsletter are those 
of the authors, and no authentication 
is implied by the editors or publishers. 
The club assumes no liability for any 
of the information contained herein. 
 
Note: Modifications to vehicles within 
the warranty period may void the 
warranty. 
 
 
 
 

 

www.sandlapperbmw.org 
 

 

 

Facebook Discussion Group 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/SandlapperBMW/ 

General Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/sandlapperbmw 

 

 

@SandlapperCCA 

 

Monthly Meetings:  
 

Upstate: 3rd Monday of each month 
Quaker Steak & Lube, Greenville, SC 
 

Lowcountry: 2nd Thursday of each month  
West Ashley Crab Shack, Charleston, SC 
 
Midlands: 1st Tuesday of each month 
Grecian Gardens, West Columbia, SC 
 
Piedmont: 2nd Thursday of each month 
Six Pence Pub, Baxter Village, Fort Mill, SC 
 
 

Chapter Officers Legal  Notice 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/SandlapperBMW/
https://www.facebook.com/sandlapperbmw
http://thelube.com/locations/south-carolina/greenville/
http://crabshacks.com/west-ashley/
http://www.greciangardenssc.com/
http://www.sixpencepub.com/

